












Opinion 7The Alley Newspaper • November 2007

In response to my editorial 
regarding the I-35W bridge col-
lapse, a reader submitted:  “Why 
do you look at the speck of saw-
dust in your brother’s eye and 
pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye? (Jesus as taken 
from Matthew 7:3 NIV)  I suggest 
Peter has a plank removal problem 
ahead of him.”

Wishful thinking?  Veiled 
threat?  Or, merely metaphor?

One acquaintance advised:  no 
response necessary.  Others associ-
ated with the Christian spirit have 
lent me kind words.  However, 
most with whom I counsel have 
urged a written response.

And so…
In the September column 

(“Lame Duck Nation”) I suggested 
that the forces which had fostered 
the “Reagan Revolution” of the 
1980’s be blamed for the collapse.  
The budgetary constraints handed 
down from that period had cre-
ated an atmosphere in which the 
reports of structural erosion were 
over-looked in the name of “fiscal 
responsibility”.  It certainly did 
appear that the practice of crossing 
one’s fingers had replaced a policy 
of dedicated public service.  Most 
readers understood my meaning.

In response, my critic declared 
(sarcastically):  “His only solution 
is to make sure that we elect lib-
eral democrats next time who are 
bound by nature to solve all your 
problems and provide an everlast-
ing happy life for you and all your 
neighbors!”

Yes, well…point of philosophy:  
All matter exists in motion as a 
self-contradictory unity of oppos-
ing forces.  Nothing then can be 
“everlasting”,  including the pres-
ent domination of the world capi-
talist order by the United States.  
Why?  Because skyrocketing oil 
prices will exacerbate the contra-
diction between our parasitic rul-
ing class and the laboring masses.

As for the “liberal democrats”, 
I make no apology for preferring 
them in the context of  the here 
and now.  Why?  Because they are 
better listeners and less likely to 
promote fascism when the going 
gets tough. OK, but since capi-
talism is itself not “everlasting” 
neither Republicans, Democrats, 
nor Green Party reformers pose a 
solution.  Hmmm…

My critic continues:  “The poor 
in our country live a higher stan-
dard of living than 90% of the 
world’s population.” Is there a 
reader other than said critic who 
does not know that the poverty of 
this world is in no small measure 
imposed by U.S. Imperial policy 
by dint of military might.  And…
this too is not “everlasting”.

So, when multiple millions of 
human beings are set in single 
minded motion, the guns presently 
wielded against us will turn the 
other way.  And then (only then) 
within the resulting socialist order, 
will  the spirit of Christian com-
munity reign supreme.

OK, but…

Peter Molenaar

Raise Your Voice

ALLEY-OOPS
Mr. Sullivan, whose Letter to 

the Editor The Alley published in 
October 07, wrote again saying:

“Thank you for publishing my 
response to Peter Molenaar.   My 
apologies for all the spelling and 
syntax errors.   I didn’t edit it 
before I sent it.   Not very good, 
indeed.

“I must tell you that when I 
e-mailed you and indicated that 
these were my views, and not 
the church’s, I had hoped you 
would refrain from mentioning 
the church.    I’m not sure why 
you felt compelled to do so, but I 
have already received one angry 
response blaming the church!     I 
don’t mind the heat.  I can take it.  
It was never my intention to have 
the church’s name mentioned, 
however.

“The article clearly stated 
that I was not speaking for the 
church, but because you named 
the church (which was unneces-
sary) there apparently is “guilt by 
association” in the eyes of some.

“It will probably be too late, 
but I would appreciate it if you 
would publish a note in your 
next issue clearly stating that an 
error was made in publishing the 
name of the church and that I was 
speaking as a private citizen.”

• �The Alley should have had Mr. 
Sullivan’s name at the end of 
the letter rather than only in 
the text.

• �The Alley requires Letters to the 
Editor to be signed.  Right of 
discretion is reserved for Editor 
to withhold a name if needed for 
good reason.  The Alley does 
not require place of employ-
ment.  Since Mr. Sullivan listed 
his employment, it was believed 
that merit since without that 
information or disclaimer 
no one would have noticed.  
The Alley regrets misread-
ing Mr. Sullivan’s intentions.                                                                            
Editor

“We have confirmed a Central 
Seward Tenants Union victory 
this afternoon!” stated union 
founder and President Richard 
LaFortune of south Minneapolis. 
The tenants union was formed a 
little over a year ago to deal with 
the escalating level of complaints 
and concerns linked with a local 
landlord. As a result of tenant 
activism the landlord was forced 
to seek compliance with City 
legal mechanisms. “We had a 
tenants union meeting on October 
4, and within 4 business days the 
city had received and processed 
an October 10 application by the 
property owner.”

According to city records, the 
landlord living in Seward neigh-
borhood has been renting two 
buildings (at 2512 33rd Av S, and 
2508 33rd Av S) since January 
of 2004, which newly procured 
City of Minneapolis Regulatory 
Service Department certified 
documents reveal were complete-
ly unlicensed until October 10 of 
2007. In a direct phone meeting 
with the City Fire Marshal today, 
the tenants union also learned that 
the City will advisethe property 

owner of a licensure inspection 
necessary to the provisional status 
of compliance with City codes, 
ten days in advance of any site 
visit. Landlords have thirty days 
to complete ordered code viola-
tions with city approved contrac-
tors, or face grave legal conse-
quences. “He still may be looking 
at other penalties, which we are 
exploring at the moment.”

“We are interested in seeing 
what comes out of this inspec-
tion, frankly,” stated LaFortune. 
“The walls in at least two of our 
units are conspicuously showing 
significant water incursions, and 
one estimate of repair costs is in 
the $13,000-14,000 range by an 

industry professional. We hope 
to have the inspector order an air 
quality reading, because there is 
tremendous concern about mold 
in the walls and ceilings. One 
incompetent contractor destroyed 
my bathtub rendering it unusable 
for the past seven months. And 
he hasn’t fixed the plumbing. The 
landlord has not been responsible, 
and we are interested in contact-
ing all current and former tenants 
to discuss their experiences. This 
used to be a pretty decent place 
to live- now we think it might 
be a sick building.” CSTU is a 
neighborhood, not-for-profit citi-
zen action and advocacy group 
for tenants- and civil rights.

Tenants Organize in Seward to stop landlord

Spanish Classes
at Mercado Central $90/6wks 

All levels. 
612-728-5480  

abrapalabra@comcast.net

Letter to the Editor
“This paper is delightful!”
Ramona Beard, Bloomington, MN
[in a phone call responding to her note 
above, she said it’s good to read more 
about what’s going on in the inner city 
and mentioned enjoying Chiquila McCall’s 
October article “The world of opportunity, 
only at the age of 15.”]
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ARSENIC UPDATE
EPA to announce major expansion  
of arsenic cleanup

The south Minneapolis arse-
nic cleanup that began three 
years ago is about to get much 
larger, Environmental Protection 
Agency representatives met with 
residents at a public meeting on 
Tuesday, October 30th at the 
YWCA, 2121 East Lake Street 
at 7:00 p.m.* [see boxed info 
below].  Cleanup managers dis-
cussed the results of a recently 
completed health risk assess-
ment, and take input on future 
cleanup which could eventually 
extend to another 541 residential 
properties. Total cleanup costs 
have exceeded $3 million to 
date.

Designation of the site to the 
Superfund National Priorities 
List last month resulted in eli-
gibility for the cleanup of prop-
erties with soil contamination 
below an arsenic concentra-
tion of 95 parts per million. 
Approximately 130 properties 
with concentrations greater 
than 95ppm have already been 
cleaned up, with 36 more slat-
ed for 2008.   “As a result of 
Superfund status, more proper-
ties may now be eligible for 
cleanup, depending on the final 
concentration level chosen.” 
Council Member Gary Schiff 

said. “Our hope is that we won’t 
have to carry our concern for our 
children to our grandchildren. 
However, unless the EPA can 
cleanup more than 70 properties 
per year, the process could take 
a decade to complete.” 

**Approximately 60 people 
met on October 30 to hear EPA 
officials say 400-500 more yards 
will be excavated to remove 
contaminated soil.  The range of 
arsenic contaimination is now 
lowered to those yards having 
from 25-95 parts per million.

The EPA will also hold gen-
eral open houses to give resi-
dents an opportunity to talk to 
EPA representatives about the 
project. The open houses are on 

Tuesday, November 13 from 
4:00 to 6:00p.m.at East Lake 
Library located at 2707 East 
Lake St., Wednesday, 

Wednesday, November 14 
from 2:00 to 4:00p.m.and 6:00 
to 8:00p.m.at Powderhorn Park 
located at 3400 15th Ave. S. 

Thursday, November 15 from 
2:00 to 4:00p.m.and 6:00 to 
8:00p.m.at the Franklin Avenue 
Safety Center located at 1201 E. 
Franklin Ave

Courtesy of Councilmember 
Gary Schiff’s E-mail Newsletter

Need help from  
Hennepin County? 
A new resource directory from Human 
Services and Public Health can help.  

Advertise in The Alley Call 

612-278-7195

Majority of Mpls cyclists Choose 
bike lanes and STRAIGHT LINE to 
Destinations
Results demonstrate need to invest in safer 
places to ride bicycles 

70 percent of Minneapolis 
cyclists choose routes based on 
the availability of bike lanes, and 
most place a premium on direct 
access to destinations. These 
findings were gathered as part of 
a recent survey of Minneapolis 
bicyclists, conducted by Transit 
for Livable Communities as part 
of its Bike/Walk Twin Cities ini-
tiative. 

Not surprisingly, the counts 
suggest that cyclists ride on all 
legally accessible major roads 
in Minneapolis…and surveys 
show that most place a premium 
on direct access to destinations.  
For instance, more cyclists ride 
on Riverside Avenue or at the 
Lyndale/Franklin intersection 
(places with no facilities and poor 
riding conditions) than on Bridge 
#9 (an exclusive bike/pedestrian 
bridge) during peak commuting 
times (5-6:00 p.m.).

Intersections with the highest 
rates of bicycle crashes tend to 
be locations without special bike 
facilities. Many of these locations 
have fewer cyclists, but a higher 
number of crashes. For instance, 
the Central and Lowry intersec-

tion has six times the number of 
crashes than the University/15th 
Avenue SE intersection, but 20 
times fewer cyclists. 

“These results demonstrate that 
we need to invest in safer places to 
ride bicycles,” says Steve Clark, 
Program Manager of Bike/Walk 
Twin Cities. “Since cyclists want 
direct access to destinations, we 
should look at well-designed bike 
lanes, signage, and other ways to 
make Minneapolis an even better 
city to ride bicycles.” 

Transit for Livable 
Communities worked with 42 
volunteer counters who counted 
bicyclists and pedestrians between 
4 and 6:00 p.m. at 37 locations 
across Minneapolis, ranging from 
places on the Midtown Greenway 
and downtown Minneapolis to 
busy intersections in Northside 
and Cedar/Riverside neighbor-
hoods. Six volunteers and three 
staff members conducted inter-
cept surveys at 10 different loca-
tions. Combined, more than 6,000 
cyclists and pedestrians were 
counted, representing an estimat-
ed 30,000 daily non-motorists.

How do I find a domestic abuse 
center? I have no money for food 
–where do I go? What services are 
available at Powderhorn Partners 
or Village Social Services?  
For answers to these questions 
and help in finding hundreds of 
social services, go to the new 
Human Services and Public 
Health Department (HSPHD) 
Resource Directory at www.
hennepin.us, keyword search 

“HSPHD resource directory.”  
The directory has several catego-
ries in order to make it easier for 
people to search. If you know the 
program name, you can search 
an alphabetical list. You can also 
search by what you need, such 
as shelter or clothing, or you can 
search by your population group, 
such as services for veterans, 
adolescents or pregnant women.  
“Information is vital in helping 

people get to the services or pro-
grams they need,” said Assistant 
County Administrator Dan 
Engstrom, who heads HSPHD. 
“The Resource Directory is a new 
tool to help us strengthen individ-
uals, families and communities.”  

The new Midtown Greenway 
bridge over Hiawatha will open 
on November 8 and provide bicy-
clists and pedestrians a faster and 
safer alternative to waiting for the 
light at 28th and Hiawatha. At 
its East end, the bridge currently 
touches down in a large bar-
ren open space. The Longfellow 
Community Council and the 
Midtown Greenway Coalition 
have been working with the 
public agencies that control this 
area to create a green gateway 
for the Midtown Greenway in 
Longfellow and Seward. The City 
has also obtained funding to do a 
bicycle roundabout, the first in 
Minnesota, where the LRT Trail 
and the Greenway intersect.

Planning for greening in this 
area has just started and the 
Longfellow Community Council 
and the Midtown Greenway 
Coalition will host two commu-
nity meetings to gather input on 
landscaping and other design ele-
ments for the entire space and 
some more detailed plans for a 
2008 Arbor Day planting.

This is a unique place-making 
opportunity. Come share your 
thoughts on how to green this 
gateway into our neighborhoods!

Saturday, November 10th
10:00 am - noon
The Green Institute, 2801 

21st Ave S. 
B r a i n s t o r m 
session with 
the landscape 
a r c h i t e c t . 
Come prepared 
to walk over the bridge to visit 
the site and share your ideas.

Tuesday, November 27th. 7:00 
pm - 8:00 pm. Brackett Park, 
2728 39th Ave S. Presentation of 
draft landscape design and com-

munity discussion.
Contact Theresa Nelson at 

theresa@midtowngreenway.org 
or Hillary Oppmann at hillary@
longfellow.org or 722-4529 for 
more information.

An evening of art, hors 
d’oeuvres, entertainment, and the 
chance to bid on unique items at 
the silent auction. Frederick R. 
Weisman Museum Wednesday, 
Advance tickets: $10/students, 
$20/adults
At the door: $15/students, $25/
adults
Advance tickets available at 
www.phillips.neighborhoodclin-
ic.com.
Questions: email raja0075@umn.
edu

The Phillips Neighborhood 
Clinic (PNC) is a free clinic 
operated by over 100 University 
of Minnesota students from the 
schools of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Physical Therapy, and 

Public Health.
The clinic, founded by Dr. 

John Song, M.D. in 2002, and 
now under the supervision of 
Dr. Brian Sick with the opera-
tional support of the University 
of Minnesota Physicians, has a 
twofold mission: to provide the 
diverse citizens of the Twin Cities 
free access to culturally-sensitive, 
high-quality healthcare, while 
providing students the experience 
and skills to effectively and com-
passionately work in underserved 
communities.

Currently, the clinic operates 
Monday evenings from 6-9pm, 
but the students are hoping to 
open for a second night each 
week. Approximately 6-10 

patients are seen per night, but as 
the PNC’s presence in the com-
munity grows, so does the patient 
load.

The clinic’s hope to expand 
depends on support from the 
health professional community, 
and there are a number of ways 
to help:
• �Licensed health profession-

als can volunteer to precept at 
the clinic one night every two 
months.

• �Make a tax-deductible financial 
donation.

• �Attend the 2007 “The Art of 
Caring” fundraising benefit 
at the Weisman Art Museum, 
Wednesday, November 7th 
5:30-8:30pm.

“�The Art of Caring” A benefit to support 
the Phillips Neighborhood Clinic 

November 7th, 2007 5:30-8:30pm

Greenspace Gateway Welcomes 
the Greenway to Longfellow 
and Seward: Meetings Planned 
to Get Your Input

As


